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• WHY WAS SANTOS TRAFFICANTE CALLED BEFORE THE HOUSE ASSASSINATIONS COMMITTEE? 



The first witness called by the House Assassinations Committee in its 
investigation of the JFK case was Louis Santos Trafficante, Jr. Often referred 
to simply as a ''Tampa businessman", Trafficante has long been known to students 
of the Syndicate as a major participant in the international operations of 
organized crime. He has operated a numbers racket in South and Central Florida 
for many years. (Hank Messick, Lansky) Several other authorities on organized 
crime suggest that he is the heir to Lucky Luciano as the Syndicate administrate 
of the international narcotics traffic. 

Three recent revelations about Trafficante seemd to have prompted the 
Assassinations Committee to subpoena him. 

1) John Roselli told Senate investigators in 1975 that both he and 
Trafficante were involved in CIA plots to .assassinate Fidel Castro : Just before 
Roselli was murdered last year these same Senate investigators learned that, 
ten years ago, Roselli told his attorney and others that associates of Traf- 
ficante (acting on belialf of Cuban intelligence, according to Roselli) were 
involved in the Kennedy assassination. ( Schweiker-Hart Report ,pp. 80- 86; 

Jack Anderson, 9/7/76) 

2) George Crile (Washington Post , 5/16/76) has reported the story of 

a Cuban FBI informant who knew Trafficante. This man, Jose Aleman, Jr. , was 
a high-ranking member of the Miami anti- Castro community. In September, 1962, 
he was negotiating with Trafficante to get a loan from the Teamsters Union. 
Trafficante, in one conversation, was complaining about the ongoing attempt 
by the Kennedy brothers to put Jimmy Hof fa in jail. "Mark my words, he will 
get what is coming to him. He is going to be hit." Aleman's FBI control agent 
dismissed this remak, but more than a year later, on the day of the Kennedy 
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assassination, the FBI returned to interview Aleman about Trafficante 's 
statement. No record of such an interview has come to light, and the FBI 
agents involved have declined to comment . 

3) Finally, recently released CIA documents on the Kennedy assassination 
(#59,83,94;March,1976;AP and Bernard Fensterwald) revealed that four days 
after the assassination a British journalist named John Wilson-Hudson told 
officials at the American Embassy in London that in 1959 he knew an American 
gangster named Ruby. 

Did Trafficante know Ruby? This was one of the ouestions put to him last 
week by Committee Chief Counsel Richard Sprague. Trafficante took the fifth. 

The following review of his and Ruby's involvement in Mob gambling enterprises 
in Cuba suggests that they may have encountered each other. ’ ' 

1) Tropicana Tfotel 

Trafficante became a major behind- the - scenes owner of the Tropicana Hotel 
and Casino in Havana. The publicly identified owner, Norman Rothman, was involved 
in pre-1959 deals with Castro, including gun-running. Quashing ton Post 5/16/76) 
Perhaps this explains the favored treatment accorded to Trafficante as Castro’s 
prisoner after the revolution, which is mentioned by the British journalist 
Wilson- Hudson. In any case, Rothman, in 1958, had also made alliances with right 
wing anti-Batista forces, including Jose Aleman. Tito years later, with Aleman 
back in exile in Miami (fleeing this time from Castro) , the FBI brought Rothman 
to trial for his political activities and Aleman appeared as a prosecution wit- 
ness. Out of this grew Aleman's service to the Bureau as informant, and ultimately 
his 1962 report that Trafficante said Kennedy would be killed. 

2) Lewis McWillie 

The casino manager at the Tropicana in 1959 was Lewis McWillie, a gambler 




from Dallas and a close friend of Jack Ruby. It was at McWillie's invitation 
in 1:959 that Ruby visited Cuba. McWillie told the FBI in 1964 that the ■ 

Tropicana was "Cuban-owned 1 *. He was not called as a witness by the Warren 
Commiss ion . After he left Cuba, McWillie was employed at the Cal-Neva Lodge 
in Reno, which was owned by Sam Giancana, the late Chicago mobster who was 
involved with Roselli and Trafficante in the CIA plots against Castro. 

McWillie is still in Nevada . 

3) Ruby 5 Cuban gun-running 

According to evdience received by the Warren Commission (26H 634) , Ruby 
was involved in the. late 1950 ’s" in arranging illegal flights of weapons from 
Miami to the Gstro organization in Cuba." He was "reportedly part owner of 
two planes used for these purposes." The evidence suggests that Ruby may have 
had contact with Trafficante and/or Rothman in these activities. 

4) Robert McKeown 

In January, 1959, a week after Castro took power , Ruby tried to contact 
a Texas man named Robert McKeown. McKeown was an American who had arranged ship- 
ments of arms to Castro, and who was particularly close to the Qiban premier. 

Ruby conveyed an offer of $15,000 from someone in Las Vegas if McKeown would help 
get three unnamed people out of jail in Cuba. Three weeks later Ruby met McKeown 
and asked for a personal letter of introduction to Castro in return for $25,000. 

McKeown appeared on a CBS Special Report in November, 1975, relating a 
previously untold story. According to McKeown, Oswald in the company of two 
Cubans had approached him seeking to buy rifles shortly before the assassination. 
McKeown was not asked about his 1959 contact with Ruby. 

McKeown was also prosecuted for offenses similar to Rothman's. His co-defendants 
included Cubans \% r ho have close business and personal ties to Bernard Barker, 
the Watergate burglar, and have been involved in cocaine smuggling. ( New York 
Times , 6/22/70 Jforace Sutton, "Curious Intrigues of Cuban Miami" in The Assassina- 




tions:Dallas and Beyond , eds.Hoch, Scott ,Stetler) Another Watergate hurglar, 
Eugenio Martinez, was alleged to have been involved in Jose Aleman's circle of 
anti- Batista terrorists. Yet another member of the Watergate team, Frank Sturgis, 
(as Frank Fiorini) is named in 1961 Senate testimony as having supplied Castro 
with arms as well as served with his army and government. Sturgis, of course, 
became violently anti-Castro after the revolution. Last week, the Assassinations 
Committee asked Trafficante about Sturgis’ organization, the "International 
Anti -Communist Brigade", which was said to be financed by 3 group of dispossessed 
Havana gambling operators. (Hans Turner, Counterrevolutionary Agent - ) 

5) David Ferrie 

David Ferrie, Jim Garrison's chief suspect in his. Mew Orleans investigation, 
was employed by Carlos Marcello, the reputed mob overlord of New Orleans. Marcello 
is a close associate of Trafficante in gambling and naroctics operations. 

Ferrie was an American who flew missions for Castro before 1959 and later 
was active in the CIA's attempt to overthrow him. Ferrie was found dead five days 
after his nameavas mentioned in connection with the assassination. The New 
Orleans District Attorney’s office first became interested in Ferrie the day 
after the assassination because of convincing evidence that he knew Oswald as 
a youth. (More on this in the recently declassified CD 75) When Ferrie was 
arrested on November 25,1963, it was learned that he had just returned from 
a suspicious trip to Texas. Feme was employed as an investigator for the legal 
defense team of Carlos Marcello, who was fighting deportation, in court, on the 

day of the assassination. Both Marcello and Trafficante have extensive connections 
to the Teamsters' Union. 

6 ) Naroctics 

Trafficante s involvement in naroctics provides another possible link to 
Ruby. In 1968, Trafficante travelled to Hong Kong and Saigon, reportedly to re- 
organize the heroin trade. The son of a member of the Trafficante family, Frank 




Furci was mentioned several times in testimony before the Senate Permanent 
Investigations Subcommittee in the late 1960's as having benn involved in 
fraudulent currency manipulations in Saigon. Another mobster who was in’ Saigon 
even earlier was Victor Resignio, reportedly the son-in-law of Vito Genovese. 
Resignio was named in the testimony of Nancy Perrin Rich (whose husband was a 
gunrunner and who, ,herself, was a former Ruby stripper) as having been associated 
with Ruby in gun running. As for naroctics, the Warren CoEffiiss ion received evi- 
dence (23H 369-70) from an informant of the Federal Bureau of Naroctics, Eileen 
Curry, who knew Ruby, that Ruby was running an efficient drug smuggling business 
across the Mexican border and had the fix in with local authorities. There is 
also the story of Rose Cheramie, a Ruby employee who was admitted to a Louisiana 
hospital just before the assassination suffering from naroctics withdrawal and 
severe injuries apparantly incurred when she was thrown out of a moving auto- 
mobile. Cheramie indicated her companions were making a drug delivery. She 
reportedly made statements on Nov. 22 ,1963 indicating foreknowledge of the 
assassination. She was killed by a hit-and-run driver in Texas in 1965. 



The fact that so many Americans provided material assistance to Castro befor 
the revolution and maintained cordial relationships with the new regime for some 
time afterward, is not widely recognized. Perhaps this is in part due to the fact 
that so many of them (Frank Sturgis is a self- admitted case) were serving at 
the time as informants for various U.S. intelligence agencies. When the Castro 
regime overtly turned to the left, all of these people left Cuba and became 
zealots in the anti-Castro cause. 

What about Trafficante? Lansky never returned to Havana after New Year's 
Eve, 1959, but some of Trafficante's enterprises continued to operate. McWille 
was in Cuba until 1961, wha the last of the casinos were closed by Castro. It 
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has been suggested that Trafficante's contacts within the Cuban Government 
continued until 1963 and later. (Crile, Washington Post , 5/16/76) This 
contention is based largely on the following: that Trafficante's attorney, 
and Jose Aleman's cousin, Rafael Garcia Bango, lives in Cuba today, where 
his brother is the long-time Minister of Sport; and that during the mid-1960's 
Castro, according to Federal naroctics agents, was rigging the Cuban lottery 
as a device to pay off his agents in Florida. The Castro agents were allegedly 
placing bets with Trafficante's numbers operators, and Trafficante's payoffs 
were pegged to the Cuban lottery drawings . The Cuban agents were communicating 
to Castro information about which numbers were getting the heaviest play. 

It has been alternatively suggested that if Trafficante maintained contacts 
in Cuba after the revolution, it may not have been for Castro's sake. Rather, 
the contacts may have been "with the remaining French-Corsican Mafia casino 
operators in Havana, whose political allegiance was too complex to be easily 
characterized." (Peter Dale Scott, Crime and Cover-Up , Westworks) Several 
Corsicans who continued their involvement in Cuban gambling after the revolution 
were named in 1964 testimony to the Senate Permanent Investigations Committee as 
being involved in naroctics fcr aff xc * 

This is interesting in light of the indictment on July 3,1959 of Norman 

Rothman for unlawfully pledging $8.5 million in bonds stolen in a May 3rd 
% 

Canadian bank robbery. The FBI called it "the biggest burglary in the world". 

(New York Times , 7/4/59) Two of Rothman's co- defendants w r ere Samuel Mannarino 
and Giuseppe Cotroni. Mmnarino was a part-owner of the Havana Sans Souci Hotel 
with his brother Gabriel and Trafficante-. (Rothman worked there in the early 
1950 's and was invloved with both Mannarino brothers and Vito Genovese's son 
Michael in running arms to Castro in 1958) . Cotroni, reportedly the head of the 
Mafia in Montreal, was identified in Senate naroctics hearings as "head of the 
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largest and most notorious naroctics syndicate on the North American continent." 
Cotroni was a supplier of major Mafia traffickers in the United States, with 
direct French-Corsican sources of supply. (According to an undercover naroctics 
informant, Frank Peroff, in 1973 Cotroni was involved with Robert Vesco in a 
#300,000 heroin deal, but after learning of Vesco' s role in the deal, Federal 
agents abandoned their long and elaborate attempts to put Cotrini behind bars.) 

Five days after the Rothman indictment, on July 8,1959, the Cuban cabinet 
ordered the deportation from Cuba of three Americans, one of whom was Trafficante. 
(New York Times , 7/9/59) One of the others was ' ’Lawrence Hall", who had served 
in Castro's army and was later a member of the No Name Key group of CIA agents 
andnanti-Castro guerillas in 1962-63 (about which Trafficante was asked by the 
Assassinations Committee) . . . 

CONCLUSION ■ . 

It has been put forward that if Trafficante was involved in the Kennedy 
assassination, then a possible explanation is that he was working for Castro. 

Yet this interpretation involves a complete misreading of the available evidence 
of Castro’s perception of Kennedy at that time. (Jean Daniel , New Republic .Dec . 1965 ; 
Arthur Sclies linger, A Thousand Days ) Moreover, Trafficante's remark to Aleman, 
that Kennedy would be killed because of the Hoffa. matter, indicates that 
Trafficante had other motives for wanting Kennedy off his back. Carlos Marcello 
too (Ed Reid, The Grim Reapers) threatened Kennedy in late 1962 at a secret 
meeting (where he mentioned the possibility of using a "lone nut" as a patsy) 
in order to stop Robert Kennedy's drive against organized crime. 




